CCNS NEWS UPDATE

Runs 6/21/13 through 6/28/13

(THEME UP AND UNDER)  This is the CCNS News Update, an overview of the latest nuclear safety issues, brought to you every week by Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety.  Here is this week's top headline:
· Obama Says U.S. Would Reduce Nuclear Weapons Numbers by One-Third, if Russia Agrees
On Wednesday, in front of the historic Brandenburg Gate that once separated Berlin, President Barack Obama pledged that the U.S. would reduce its nuclear weapons by one-third, if Russia agrees to do the same.  http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/06/19/remarks-president-obama-brandenburg-gate-berlin-germany  Such a reduction would result in less than 1,000 U.S. nuclear weapons, a number last seen in the 1950s.  President Obama met with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Northern Ireland at the G8 summit earlier in the week.  The two are scheduled to continue talks in Moscow in September before the G20 summit in St. Petersburg.  The U.S. and Russia possess over 90 percent of the nuclear weapons in the world. 
Obama referenced the speech made by President John F. Kennedy 50 years ago, also in front of the Brandenburg Gate.  Kennedy asked the Berliners “to lift your eyes beyond the dangers of today” and “to the day of peace with justice, beyond yourselves and ourselves to all mankind.”  

In response to the announcement, Senator James Inhofe, the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee, said, “Now is not the time to pursue further strategic nuclear force reductions.  A country whose conventional military strength has been weakened due to budget cuts ought not to consider further nuclear force reductions while turmoil in the world is growing.”  

Even so, on Monday, the National Nuclear Security Administration released its 2014 Stockpile Stewardship and Management Plan, a plan that does not look towards a “day of peace with justice.”  http://www.nnsa.energy.gov/ourmission/managingthestockpile/ssmp  The plan proposes $60 billion in upgrades and improvements to existing nuclear weapons, beginning with a $10 billion upgrade to the B61 tactical nuclear bomb based in Europe.  http://blogs.fas.org/security/2007/08/us_tripples_submarine_warhead/ and
http://blogs.fas.org/security/2011/06/b61-12/  The plan includes the construction and operation of a new plutonium bomb factory at the Los Alamos National Laboratory and a uranium processing facility at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory.
Further in April, President Obama requested an unprecedented $537 million for the B61 Life Extension Program in Fiscal Year 2014.  The Life Extension Program claims to extend the service life of nuclear weapons by replacing parts that can allow for increased accuracy.  But Nuclear Watch New Mexico says the program also creates new military capabilities through modifications and improvements, which can result in changing high yield Cold War weapons into lower yield “smart” bombs.  http://nukewatch.org/pressreleases/Obama-6-19-13.pdf   
Jay Coghlan, Director of Nuclear Watch New Mexico, said, “We naturally welcome President Obama’s declared goal to reduce deployed strategic nuclear weapons and battlefield weapons in Europe.  However, … this unending cycle of [the] proposed Life Extension Program will waste huge sums of taxpayers money and is in direct conflict with the President’s own long-term goal of a future world free of nuclear weapons.”
This been the CCNS News Update.  To sign up to receive the weekly CCNS News Update, please go to nuclearactive.org.     
