August 30, 2022

The Honorable Jennifer M. Granholm

Secretary, United States Department of Energy (DOE)
James V. Forrestal Building

1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20585

The.Secretary@hg.doe.gov

The Honorable Jill Hruby

Under Secretary for Nuclear Security

U.S. DOE, National Nuclear Security Administration
James V. Forrestal Building

1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20585

Jill.hruby(@nnsa.doe.gov

Mr. Theodore Wyka

Manager, Los Alamos Field Office
National Nuclear Security Administration
3747 West Jemez Road

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544
Theodore.wyka@nnsa.doe.gov

Kristen Dors

NEPA Compliance Officer

U.S. DOE, National Nuclear Security Administration
Los Alamos Field Office

3747 W Jemez Road

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544
LANLSWEIS@nnsa.doe.gov

Re: Request for two-month extension of the October 3, 2022 comment deadline for Scoping
Comments to the Site-Wide Environmental Impact Statement for Continued Operations of

Los Alamos National Laboratory (DOE/EIS-0380)

Dear Secretary Granholm, Under Secretary Hruby, LAFO Manager Wyka, and Compliance

Officer Dors,

The undersigned individuals and organizations request that the United States Department of
Energy (DOE) and the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) extend the comment
period for Scoping Comments to the Site-Wide Environmental Impact Statement for Continued
Operations of Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL SWEIS). We request a new scoping

comment deadline of Monday, December 5, 2022.



The 45-day scoping comment period that currently ends on October 3, 2022 is simply not enough
time for the public to make meaningful comments on the scope of a proposal as large, complex
and technical as the LANL SWEIS. The scope of the LANL SWEIS is of great national
importance because it examines the environmental impacts associated with expanded plutonium
pit production and cleanup at LANL.

The 2008 LANL SWEIS is a formidable document, with 1942 pages, not counting the 144-page
Summary and the 1207-page Comment Response Document. That’s a total of 3293 pages. This
gives an idea of the amount of information analyses that are involved in preparing informed
public scoping comments and why more time is needed.

Plus, with an annual budget at LANL of almost $5 billion requested for FY2023, the scale of
operations at LANL will require much more research than the public can do in 45 days.

Further, the public expects that the draft Hazardous Waste Permit for the Waste Isolation Pilot
Platn (WIPP) — another document over 1000 pages - will be released by the New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED) soon for public review and comment.

The August 19, 2022 Notice of Intent (NOI) lists 21 issues that have been identified for analysis
in the LANL SWEIS. NNSA states that the list is “tentative and intended to facilitate public
comment on the scope of the SWEIS” and that it is not intended to be all-inclusive. NNSA is
specifically inviting suggestions for the addition or deletion of items on the list, which barely
scratches the surface of issues that need to be analyzed.

Here are examples of other issues that must be included:

* The slow pace of cleanup, which prompted the NMED to sue DOE to terminate a 2016
Consent Order that governs environmental remediation at LANL.

* Truly comprehensive cleanup that will permanently protect precious water resources
instead of the “cap and cover” that LANL proposes, leaving some 200,000 cubic yards of
radioactive and toxic wastes buried in unlined pits, shafts and trenches.

* The growing threat of wildfires caused by climate change, including the May 2022 Cerro
Pelado fire, which unfortunately New Mexico is growing all too familiar with.

* LANL’s chronic track record of nuclear safety incidences. In the past this forced a three-
year suspension of major operations at LANL’s main plutonium facility, now the site for
expanded plutonium pit production.

* Yet more generation of plutonium contaminated radioactive wastes that NNSA believes it
may dispose of in the already oversubscribed WIPP.

* Environmental and social justice impacts on frontline communities, recognizing that New
Mexico is a majority minority state. DOE plans to spend $9.4 billion in FY 2023 in New
Mexico (71% for core nuclear weapons research and production programs), substantially
greater than the state’s entire budget of $8.5 billion. The inequitable economic impacts of
such funding must be thoroughly evaluated.

* Massive construction projects due to expanded pit production plans, including new power
lines and a bridge across the Rio Grande.

* Seismic impacts must be updated.



Fourteen years have passed since the publication of the 2008 final LANL SWEIS and there is no

reason to rush the 2023 SWEIS process.
Sincerely,

Joni Arends

Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety
P. O. Box 31147

Santa Fe, NM 87594-1147

505 986-1973

www.nuclearactive.org
jarends@nuclearactive.org

Scott Kovac

Nuclear Watch New Mexico
903 W. Alameda #325
Santa Fe, NM 87501

505 989-7342
www.nukewatch.org
scott@nukewatch.org

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

Cynthia Weehler
285ALL
Santa Fe, NM

Joseph Carson
Affiliation of Christian Engineers
Knoxville, TN

Kevin Kamps
Beyond Nuclear
Tacoma Park, MD

Beata Tsosie, Organizational Director
Breath of My Heart Birthplace
Espaiola, NM

Gary Sachs
CAN
Brattleboro, VT

Laura Olah, National Coordinator
Cease Fire Campaign
Merrimac, WI

Brenda Vallee
Central Louisiana Coalition for a Clean &
Healthy EnvironmentColfax, LA

Janet Greenwald

Citizens for Alternatives to Radioactive
Dumping (CARD)

Albuquerque, NM

Laura Olah, Executive Director
Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger
(CSWAB)

Merrimac, WI

Jessie Collins
Citizens' Resistance at Fermi Two (CRAFT)
Redford, MI



Margaret Harman
Concerned Citizen of NM
Santa Fe, NM

Mavis Belisle
Dallas Peace and Justice Center
Dallas, TX

Kathryn Barnes
Don’t Waste Michigan-Sherwood Chapter
Sherwood, MI

Mary Beth Brangan
Ecological Options Network
Bolinas, Ca

Aldous Register
GENERICA
Santa Fe, NM

Mike Carberry
Green State Solutions
Iowa, City, IA

Manna Jo Greene
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater
Beacon, NY

Pete Trujillo
IBEW LU 611
Albuquerque, NM

Marilyn Elie
Indian Point Safe Energy Coalition
Cortlandt Manner, NY

Cathy Wallace
Irving Impact
Irving, TX

Nancy Singham
Land Witness Project
Albuquerque, NM

Thomas Luebben
Law Offices of Thomas E. Luebben PC
Jaconita, NM

Paige Murphy-Young
Law Office of Paige Murphy-Young
Austin, TX

Susan Entin

MAPA and QCAN and Emmanuel Church
of Boston

Boston, MA

Susan Gordon

Multicultural Alliance for a Safe
Environment

Albuquerque, NM

Judy Treichel
Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force
Las Vegas, NV

Dr. Virginia Necochea, Executive Director
New Mexico Environmental Law Center
Santa Fe, NM

Ann Rogers, Board Chair

Northern Michigan Environmental Action
Council (NMEAC)

Traverse City, MI

Alice Slater
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation
New York, NY

Mavis Belisle

Nuclear Free World Committee
Dallas Peace and Justice Center
Dallas, TX

Nuclear Hotseat Podcast
Los Angeles, CA

Diane D'Arrigo
Nuclear Information and Resource Service
Tacoma Park, MD



Patricia Marida
Ohio Nuclear Free Network
Toledo, OH

Sister Joan Brown, osf

Sister Marlene Perrotte, RSM
Partnership for Earth Spirituality
Albuquerque, NM

B. O'Connor
Pax Christi USA
Santa Fe, NM

Vina Colley

Portsmouth/Piketon Residents for
Environmental Safety and Security (PRESS)
Portsmouth, OH

Monaeka Flores, Core Member
Prutehi Litekyan: Save Ritidian
Guam

Paul Stokes
Progressive Democrats of America
Corrales, NM

Martin Fleck
Physicians for Social Responsibility
Washington, DC

Ann Suellentrop

Physicians for Social Responsibility -
Kansas City

Kansas City, MO

Denise Duffield

Physicians for Social Responsibility-Los
Angeles

Las Angeles, CA

John Hansen
Prevent Nuclear Holocaust
Santa Fe, NM

Nancy Vann
Safe Energy Rights Group (SEnRG)
Peekskill, NY

Anna Hansen

Santa Fe County Commissioner
District 2

Santa Fe, NM

Pat Bulla
SEED Coalition
Austin, TX

Cynthia Thomas
Shared Resources
Eu Claire, WI

Susan Dancer

South Texas Association for Responsible
Energy

Houston, TX

Mervyn Tilden
Sovereign Dine' Nation
Albuquerque, NM

Jean Stevens
Taos Environmental Film Festival
Taos, NM

Talavi Cook, M.S. (She/Hers)
Environmental Health & Justice Manager
Tewa Women United

Espaiola, NM

Meredith McGuire
Trinity University; San Antonio Sierra Club
Bulverde, TX

Rev. Jean Siegfried Darling
Minister Emerita, Peoples Church of
Chicago, Co-Chair UU Santa Fe
Environmental Justice Team
Cerrillos, NM



Debra Stoleroff
Vermont Yankee Decommissioning

Alliance
Plainfield, VT

Nancy Rice
VT Yankee Decommissioning Alliance
Burlington, VT

Charles Powell
Veterans For Peace,
Albuquerque Chapter 63
Albuquerque, NM

Hollis Higgins, Secretary

Veterans for Peace Chapter #35
Spokane, Washington

INDIVIDUALS

Sandra Anderson
Santa Fe, NM

Barbara Antonoplos
Atlanta, GA

L. Bagley
Albuquerque

Rick Brown
Taos, NM

William Bruce
Pecos, NM

Edward Coghlan
Tucson, AZ

Gregory Corning

Veterans For Peace Joan Duffy (Santa Fe,
New Mexico) chapter

Santa Fe, NM

John Wilks
Veterans For Peace
Chapter #63 (ABQ)
Albuquerque, NM

Charles Bowman
Western New York Drilling Defense
Getzville, NY

John Whitney
Western New York Environmental Alliance
Buffalo, NY

Ms. Uslaini, Head

Division of Protection and Development of
People’s Management Areas

Indonesia Environmental Forum (WALHI)
National Executive

Mary Cord
Santa Fe, NM

Carolyn Croom
Austin, TX

Frances Dunham
Florida

Bradley Edwards
Los Angeles, CA

Arla Ertz
Winston, NM



Audrey Famette
Middlesex, VT

Peggy Froelich
Jemez Springs, NM

Cynthia Fulreader
Santa Fe, NM

Janet Gabriel
Arroyo Hondo, NM

IIsa Garduno
Albuquerque, NM

Rey Gardufio
Albuquerque, NM

Carol Gilbert, OP
Washington, DC

Pamela Gilchrist
Santa Fe, NM
Janice Hart
Albuquerque, NM

Jeanne Green
Arroyo Hondo, NM

Beki Halpin
Pflugerville, TX

Ira Helfand

Immediate Past President International
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear
War, recipient of the 1985 Nobel Peace

Prize
Leeds, MA

Jay Heyman
Santa Fe, NM

Marilyn Hoff
Santa Fe, NM

Sharon Horne
Santa Fe, NM

James Janko
Albuquerque, NM

Abigail C Johnson
Carson City, NV

Mitchell Johnson
Portland, OR

RA Josephs
Santa Fe, NM

Signa Larralde
Santa Fe, NM

Minjun Lee
Santa Fe, NM

Joel Lorimer
Albuquerque, NM

Penelope Mainz
Albuquerque, NM

Jill Markus
Santa Fe, NM

Basia Miller
Santa Fe, NM

Richard McDonald
Sliver City, NM

Sheila Parks
Watertown, MA

Timothy Peterson
Albuquerque, NM

Grace Potorti
Reno, NV



Deborah Reade

Santa Fe, NM

Bill Swift
Mary Burton Riseley Albuquerque, NM
Santa Fe, NM

Haskell Taub
Paula Seaton Seaton Professor Emeritus, Department of Physics
Dixon, NM & Astronomy

University of Missouri
Gail Robin Seydel Columbia, MO
Albuquerque, NM

Barbara Tiwald
Beth Stephens Albuquerque, NM
Santa Fe, NM

Bill Tiwald
Laura Stewart Albuquerque, NM
Jaconita, NM

Chris Williams
Sophia Stroud Hancock, VT
Santa Fe, NM
cc:

Senator Martin Heinrich

Senator Ben Ray Lujan

Representative Teresa Leger-Fernandez
Representative Melanie Stansbury
Representative Yvette Herrell

Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham

All Pueblo Council of Governors
Members of the NM Interim Legislative Radioactive & Hazardous Materials Committee
All Pueblo Council of Governors

U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee
U.S. House Armed Services Committee
House Energy and Water

Senate Energy and Water



