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WIPP’s Mission

Safely Dispose of some waste from making
nuclear weapons during the Cold War

W,

Up to 6.2 million ft3

[Py

Only plutonium-contaminated waste
mixed with toxic chemicals
(Transuranic (TRU) mixed waste)




How EPA Fits In

e Certify that WIPP meets Disposal Standards
EPA issued the Certification on May 13, 1998

 Each 5 years Recertify that WIPP still complies
Done in 2006, 2010, 2017, and 2022

 Approve “Planned Change Requests”



“EPA Speak”

“Performance Assessment” (PA) - an analysis of models and computer
calculations to estimate cumulative releases of radionuclides for
10,000 years after WIPP’s closure

“Complementary Cumulative Distribution Function” (CCDF) — The PA
results are shown in CCDFs that represent the probability of exceeding
radiation release levels from the processes and events analyzed



WIPP as EPA Approved in 1998

Title 40 CFR Part 191 Compliance Certilication Application

| el I TIL Facility Capacity
et _]:

L ] L] L ]
T/ o 6.2 million cubic feet
e Future Panel Closure 3 E Region
Current Excavation 0 o

Facility Design

— e
~———— Planned Excavation Waste — 1

Repository Depth: 2150 leet qu::; 1 7 5 ) 5 64 C u b i C m ete rS
el NC G e ‘
_ A F

1 '-| Panal 10

Panel 7 i Panel2
Waste J i
Disposal
Region
Panel 6

Panel 3

3.44 million curies
T o Am— j“ p_Mo & 12 / 3 1 / 2033 ClOSU re

Panel 5

(meters)
COA-088-2
Figure 3-2. Plan View of WIPP Underground Facility and
Panel Closure Systems
DOE/CAQ 1996-2184 3.3 October 1996



What DOE Wants Changed in 2024

Facility Design
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Figure 2-1. Current Repository Footprint and Proposed Replacement
and Additional Waste Panels
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Probability of Release > R

Computer Model Basis for EPA’s Approval

1998 2024
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Why Rulemaking Is Legally Required

EPA Regulations Require Rulemaking (40 CFR 194.65):

“If...any changes...depart significantly from the most recent compliance
application, the Agency will publish a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking....”

DOE’s PCR includes very significant changes:
* two entirely new Panels — Panels 11 and 12

e 16 different changes in the computer models, assumptions, data, and waste
inventory compared with the 2019 Recertification

e Panels 13-19 and new types of wastes

On June 24, 2024, 13 organizations sent
Letter/Legal Memo to EPA




What is a Rulemaking/Why it’s Important

e EPA issues a Notice of Rulemaking and proposes its decision to
approve, deny, or modify the DOE Planned Change Request

* Public comments must be considered and responded to
e EPA issues a Final Decision
* The Final Decision can be appealed in Court

* Rulemaking provides a more rigorous and comprehensive
consideration of WIPP Expansion

* EPA is more accountable because the Decision can be taken to Court



Some Problems with WIPP Expansion

* Increased waste volume: About 25% of volume is from
new plutonium pit production at the Savannah River Site
(SRS) (20+%) and Los Alamos National Lab (LANL) (4+%)

* Increased radioactivity: About 24.5% of radioactivity is from new
plutonium pit production at SRS (21.5%) and LANL (3%)

* Increased radioactivity: 41+% of radioactivity
is from surplus plutonium waste from SRS.
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Some More Problems with WIPP Expansion

Increased projected releases because of nearby oil and gas drilling
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What You Can Do

Attend on Wednesday, August 28 at Hilton Santa Fe-Historic Plaza, 100
Sandoval Street, in Canyon Ballrooms VI-VIII

Georgia O'Keeffe @ Scarborough Realty Group
Museum mwith Keller Williams of...
K}:I er Williams
of Sants B

* From 1-3 pm
Technical Meeting with EPA, DOE, Sandia ’ l B

Oakeley's Jerky Company
# m Cakeleys
Jerky Company

@ Eathisern
* From 6-8 pm
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]
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Make Oral Public Comments [ S W m v

Submit written comments by September 16, 2024 to EPA:
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-HQ-OAR-2024-0309
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Tell EPA

* EPA must conduct a rulemaking proceeding on the
Planned Change Request

* You Oppose WIPP expansion because it endangers you,
\évorkgrs, and people along transportation routes for many
ecades

* You Oppose WIPP expansion because




Tell EPA

* |If EPA approves Panels 11 and 12, it must include conditions agreed to
in the New Mexico 2023 Renewal Permit:

* Prioritize Legacy Waste
* Require Annual Reporting on Another Repository in Another State

* |If EPA approves Panels 11 and 12,
it should require that additional
Panels could only be approved
in a future rulemaking
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EPA’s Schedule

Monday, August 26: Public Meeting in Carlsbad at Skeen-Whitlock Building, Main

Auditorium, 4021 National Parks Highway, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Register:
https://usepa.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vlIsdeiqrTwpHUkjZ1z djiz7fqgYMDqgcc8

Wednesday, August 28: Public Meetings in Santa Fe at Hilton Santa Fe-Historic
Plaza, 100 Sandoval Street, Canyon Ballrooms
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM — Technical Session

https://usepa.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vlIsdOyqqjosG2w3uwOQoOk4UNSxZwyXxE2s#/registration

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM — Public Comment Session
https://usepa.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vlisdumaqrzlvHZWmhyQ Jh7EBelEcgTmi5Y#/registration

Monday, September 16: Deadline for written public comments to EPA:
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-HQ-OAR-2024-0309
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Resources

 Stop Forever WIPP - https://stopforeverwipp.org/

e EPA - https://www.epa.gov/radiation/wipp-news

e DOE/WIPP - https://www.wipp.energy.gov/

* EPA Docket for written comments:
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-HQ-OAR-2024-0309
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Questions & Answers

What are Your Questions and Comments?
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